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Creditors, have truſted Providence fo; fu- 
ture Endeavours, and have ſhown «che 
Good Fruits of ſuch a Law , by Paying 
the Remainder of their Debts, if ever 
God ſhould Enable them, to the Honour of 
National Mercy, and the Credit of Pro- 
teſtant Honeſty, which at this tine runs ve 
ry low. 

I am Sorry, Gentlemen, I muſt (ay, that 
as this Law has the Misfortune to be now al- 
ter'd, for I cannot call it Amended; no Ho- 
neſt Debtor can be the better for it; any 
more than he can wghout it; that the whole 
Benefit of it is taken awaytrom the Bank- 
rupt, or leftiſo precariousy that it can be 
no EncoutriFement to any Man to be Ho- 
neſt ; nar can I ſee how it is adviſeable to 
lay hold of it. 

hope this ſhall not be taken as a Re- 
flection upon the Houſ- of Lords; I am 
no: Diſcourſing of the Realſons their Lurd- 
ſhips had for taking away, what 1 ca tbe 
Merciful pars of it, but with al poſſivle 
Submiſſrong delire the Liberty of Explain- 
ing and providg what I ſay. 

The hcft Amendment, relating to. what 


I am upon, is, as | ain Inform'd, That no 
Bankrupt ſhall have the Benefit Te. that 


4, (hall be Diſcharg'd, tho* be bas Surren- 
der*d himſelt and Effects, and taken his 
Oath, unleſs the Major part of the Com- 
miſſioners, ſhall Certifie to the Lord Chan- 
cellor Cc. among other things, that they 
haye ns. Reaſon to doubt of the Truth of 
his Oath. — 

i; moſt Humbly Appeal to their Lord- 
ſhips, ja the Name of every Diſtreſs'd 
Bankrupt, to what Condition does this 
Clauſe reduce the Dꝛbtor? And ask ing leave 
to far to conſider a Law yet under De- 
bate, I preſume to offer, a tew Remarks 
to their LordHips Oviſhderation. x 

1. Tie Bintrupts part mul be abſolute ; 
he mutt come in, he mutt Surrender, both 
himſelf and bis Bffefs, he maſt Sretr to 
the Truth of it, he muſt S:b:nit to all the 
Laws already in Foce; an! it he fails in 
any point. be muft le lane d This, 
the Learned Draper , and Stock- Jyhbing- 


of the worſt of Mea, Sb 


own Fate, ſo well as their Merit, are Con- 
tent with z this part ſo well ſuits the 
Tyrannick Temper of Creditors , whoſe 
Mole of late, is to--IJaſult their Fellow 
Creatures, that there needs no more to 
Explain Geir Behaviour, or to prove the 
Neceſſity of this Law. | 

2. When this is done, there muſt be 2 
Tryal paſs upon the Debtor, not whether 
he has Sworn True or no, = that muſt 
be at the Seſſions Houſe for bis Life 
fut whether the Commiſhoners will be- 
lieve, he does or no. 

Upon this Head, 7 Entreat their Lord- 
ſhips Pardon, to Expoſtulate alittle for 
the Miſerable; were theſe Commiſſioners, 
always Men of Honour, Sence, - and Fuſtice, 
or were they ftated Perions Jppointed by 
Authority always as Judges, between Deb- 
tor and Creditor, the Debtor might have 
ſome Hopes of having ſome Juftice here; 
or were they oblig'd to make this Eertifi- 
cation at the Demand of the Deblor, dr ſhow 
Cauſe to the contrary, of which my Lord 
Chancellour, or Keeper, to be Judge 3. er 
were they on Refuſal, to reftore to the 
Debtor his Liberty and Effects which he had 
Surrender'd, and put him in Sraru quo, if 
they did, not is Oath, in all of rweſe 
Caſes, (omieth ng Might reaſonably have 
been offer'd to perſwade Men to come 
in. 

But while Commiſſioners are made up 
of ſuch Men, 4s the Creditors only Na 
my Lord Chancellor, only dy Re comme 
dation, approving, while generally ſpeai 
ing, hey have been worfe Thieves of 
the Debtors, than the Debtors hare been 
of tbeir Creditors, whoſe Extravagance 
their Lordſhips have very juſtly reft.ain'd,. | 
while they are me of Mercenaries, 
Haug ty, Inſulting zd Mercileſs Scoun- 
drels 3 aud 10 /1y ng more,of ibm, of ſome 
: theſe be; the 
judges of the Men in Diffreſs ! Muſt the 
Janocent Families of the Debtors, lie at the 
Mercy of ſuch Men as theſe ! Shall not 
the Creditor havg- 'the Debtor's Money, 
to Bride them with againft hin! And at 


* 
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attend, aud Sajſete theſe” Tyrants ? Kt 
whoſe Charge, fad Council to Plead be- 
fore my Lord Chancellour: againſt them? 
When he has Surrender d bis all! 

Certainly their Lordſhips will conſider 
the extreme Ha of this patt of the 
Clauſe 3 how it — the Debtor in a 
Condition ſd Manifeſtly Ruitous to him, 
that muſt certainly drive him fariber from 
4 Surrender, than any thing that was in 
force before. 

| confeſs my ſelf Reirain'd here inDaty and 
Reſpe&to the Houſeaf Peers, from By larging 
un this Fead ; but juſtice gives leave 
to Men to Complain, Under Intollerable 
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Prefſures. I leave the Bil therefore, and 


return to the Creditor, whoſe Caſe ij abinł, 
is made now much worſe than before. 

It is certainly the. Intereſt of the Cre- 
ditor, that when his Debtor f fai d, he 
ſhou'd come and throw bimſelf into the Cre- 
ditors Hands, and might be there ſafe”; f 
ſuch a Lass this "ſhould paſs, I would 
fain ask any Män; who will after ir Subinit 
to the Creditor ; where one Debtor un 
beyond See before, twenty will do it now; 
nay, they muſt do it. | 

Was ever Law made in-England, before, 
that ſhould force Mento be Knaves'? If a 
Man muſt Break, what muſt be de? To 
ſtay here, th is the Conſzquence i as 
ſoon as he Breaks, he is Proſcriv'd as a 
Criminal, has 3o to 60 Days to Surrender, 
both himſelf and-all;he has to bh Credi- 
tors,#f be fails to do ir, he has nothing be- 
fore him but”'sbe Gallon; u ithout Bene- 
fit of Clergy if be Surrenders, he ig not 
ſure, but he (hall be thrown: in 8 | 
bis Life by ile Commiſſioners, only on. Pre: 
rence, that they doubt bis 04th. Intolerable 
Barbarity ! Who can ſubmit to it,; n. 
wuſt the Man 4o? It he carries away bis 
Effet; he ies Knave, and Cheats the Cre-- 

he js Starv u in a 


ditors j he ftays ber 
Gol, aind iff this Days in a Liogring | 


Death. 

Such a Severity, is not juſt, and 
let the Conſequences he on the Clauſe ;, 1 
cannot but ſay, That in my poor Qpi 
non it would be Unchriftian ; and left 
Authority, which 1 hope will not. be 


(iow \ 


-1 am .one of- them, that will Live unde 
nion, rather than iſubmic to the 


concern d, in paſſing ſuch a Clauſe, ſbould 
reſent i; 1 ft defire to Explain my teif, 
and then wiltingiy ſuomit to Cenſute 
It cannot be a Chriftiaa Law, that forces 
Men upon Sinning , or that lays Intalerable 
Terrors in the way of their Integrity; to 
make the Debtor Defperate, and lay no- 
thing but Death before bim, if be ſtays, is 
4 Tacit biring 4 Ship, 10 carry bim away ; 
and to leave him at the Mercy of the Com- 
miſhoners,. is doubly hard. Men, whoſe 
Trade i the Blood of Families, and who 
are already the Nations Nuance, for the 
Multicude of Miſerable Men they have 
r Riot 4w4y the Debtors Eſtates, 
add ſpend what ſhquld Pay his Debts, is 
Drunkeneſs and Luxury, whoſe Abuſes have 
already mov'd the Houſe of Lords, to lay 
the Fetters of the Law upon them, ia this 
very AQ, 

I am perſwaded, the Honeſteſt Man in 
England, ben by Neceſſity he is oblig d 
to Freak, will early fly out of the Kiog- 
dom, rather than Submit upon theſe Terms; 
and I cannot find room to Call him a 
Knave neither; at leaft I muſt ſay, he will 
appear leſs a Knave in it, than he would 
before. 

1 am the freer in this, buczuſe I have the 
Happineſs of a Circumſtance, that among 
alt ics Misfurtunes, leaves me free of arg 
Clauſe, and as I am told, a particulat 
tleman pointed at me, in deſiriog the time 
might be -alter'd. 7 rhank bjmm bearti- 
ly, that thereby 1 am left free, ro come 
into this AR, or lie out; and I aſſure him, 
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Raining Families, . now hare it 
in their Power, to e the le 
Revenge of bim tan Bribe 


While therefore t, do not ſpeak my Pri- 
vate Caſe, 1 am the freer; and with all 
H Submiſhen-to my Superiours,. 1 
Repeat it; If ever this Att ſhould thus be 
PaldS, No Bankrupr in bis Wits, will ever 


come in, and it may very well bear the 
Title of 4 AT. for. Baviſbing Bankrupss, 
with - 


